
 

 

 

Submission to Cumbria County Council Development Control regarding Application for new coal 
mine Reference No. 4/17/9007 

 

Greenpeace UK object to the development of a new coal mine by West Cumbria Mining.  

Our reasons are as follows:  

1. UK is now legally required to deliver ‘net zero’ emissions by 2050. Given emissions from 
aviation, possibly shipping, and agriculture, there will be little or no capacity for other 
sectors to have any emissions - including steel and cement. Carbon Capture and Storage, if it 
is ever developed (and it has taken several decades to not get very far) is not zero emission. 
A development of this kind, with a long timescales of operation, is incompatible with the 
legal requirements.  

2. It is not just UK, as recent Carbon Tracker analysis showed that 53% of global GDP will be 
covered by an actual or intended net zero commitment. This includes the EU who are also 
aiming for net zero emissions by 2050. Thus the major markets intended for the Woodhouse 
Colliery coal will be covered by a zero emissions regime. 

3. It is widely acknowledged by IPCC and others that hitting global emissions targets, including 
those of the Paris Agreement, will require the majority of fossil fuel reserves, and the vast 
majority of coal reserves, to remain underground. 

4. Replacements for coal in steel are becoming more visible, in particular zero-carbon hydrogen 
is being installed in several blast furnaces in Europe including Sweden and Austria. One of 
the biggest steel manufacturers in the ThyssenKrupp, has recently announced a deal with 
RWE to make the biggest electrolyser in Europe to supply most of one of its blast furnaces. 
The direction of travel in steel is already away from coal use.  

5. The notion that there will be no impact from the development of this mine on overall 
greenhouse gas emissions is risible. In an international market, extra supply of any 
commodity, such as coal, will lower prices and increase use. Well-accepted rules of 
economics will not be suspended for the convenience of coal mine developers.  
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