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West Cumbrian coal mine: SLACC legal challenge lodged at the High Court  

On 13 January South Lakes Action on Climate Change [SLACC] lodged papers at the High 

Court in Manchester launching a legal challenge to the UK government’s recent decision to 

grant planning permission for a new coal mine in Cumbria.  

 

A planning application for this coal mine was first submitted to Cumbria County Council by 

West Cumbria Mining (WCM) in May 2017, but the proposal has been amended significantly 

by the applicant three times in the intervening years . The latest version of the mine 

proposal was approved in early December by Michael Gove, Secretary of State for Levelling 

Up, Housing and Communities (LUHC) following a planning inquiry in September 2021.  

SLACC is asking the High Court for permission to bring a Statutory Review of Gove’s decision, 

and sets out four grounds of challenge which, in SLACC’s view, mean that the decision was 

unlawful and should be quashed. 

Gove acknowledged that 220 million tonnes of greenhouse gases would be released from the 

coal extracted over the mine’s lifetime, and that most of the coal would be exported rather 

than used in the UK or EU,. explained Carole Wood, Chair of SLACC, but he still concluded 

that the mine would be “climate neutral or slightly beneficial”.  

Our claim sets out the errors in law; the failure to give intelligible reasons, and the disparity 

of treatment between the parties that Gove employed  to arrive at this contradictory 

conclusion.. 

There are several more stages to the process and it may take several months before the final 

outcome of this challenge is clear.  

 

ENDS 

For more information and interview requests please email slaclimatechange@googlemail.com 

You can find out more on our website www.slacc.org.uk or sign up for updates 

at https://www.crowdjustice.com/case/challenge-the-cumbria-coal-mine/." 

 

Notes to editors  

 

1. About South Lakes Action on Climate Change Towards Transition (SLACC): SLACC is a charity 

based in Kendal, Cumbria which brings together those who want to act to address the climate 

and ecological crisis. It is part of the global Transition Town Network. SLACC seeks to campaign 

and raise awareness on local, national and international climate change issues and aims to 

http://www.slacc.org.uk/
https://www.crowdjustice.com/case/challenge-the-cumbria-coal-mine/


decrease local dependence on fossil fuels, reduce carbon emissions, and build resilience in key 

areas such as economics, energy, transport and food. 

2.  Kendal, where SLACC is based, and many other towns and villages in Cumbria have 

experienced terrible flooding that has been firmly attributed to climate change.  

 3.South Lakes Action on Climate Change (SLACC): SLACC and Friends of the Earth, were Rule 6 

Parties, i.e. the main opponents of the mine, at the 4 week Public Inquiry in September 2021.  

4. SLACC is represented by Matthew McFeeley of Richard Buxton Solicitors and by Estelle Dehon 

KC and Rowan Clapp of Cornerstone Barristers 

 

 


